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EXCURSION: 3rd November, 1974. Trawalla - Main Lead’= Waterloo - 
Stoneleigh arease - 
Depart from Crockers at 9.50 am. Sunday and travel to:the Trawalla bush, a 
mile or so east of Beaufort. Here we shall meet our leader for the day, 
Mr. Ivan Tiley, who will show us items of interest in the bush, the main 
attraction being two species of Grevilleas. From the Trawalla bush we will 
travel via Beaufort to Main Lead where another. stop will be made in the bush 
near the Musical Gully Reservoir. From there we will travel to bushland 
near Waterloo, where we will see more Grevillea, a species which is as yet 
un-named, belonging to the “holly leaf" group of Grevilleas. Iunch will 
probably be taken in this area, depending on the time. z 

During the afternoon we will travel to Stoneleigh (a distance of . 

approximately 15 - 20 miles) to the property of Mr. Chris Hedges. Here we 
will see the work done by Mr. Hedges to make his property more attractive to 
wildlife. As our excursion day is on the first full week-end of daylight 
saving, we will have plenty of light and time to enable us to have an 
enjoyable day in the Beaufort area. 


TONIGHT: Our guest speaker tonight is Mr. Alan Reid, Education Officer of the 
fustralian Conservation Foundation, who will talk to us on “Farm Waterhole 
Populations". Mr. Reid is well-known for his environmental education 
activities, and has helped in the writing of the recent Gould League bird books. 


LOCAL CONSERVATION: The Grenville Shire have granted an extra two-month stay 
of time to enable the aspect of raising finance for the linton bushland to be 
fully investigated. The owner has valued his land at $11,000. On the. 
matter of the proposed subdivision of Middle Swamp near Clunes, the Club 
Committee has asked our Secretary to send a letter stating our objections 

to the plan to the Talbot and Clunes Shire. The proposal is to subdivide 

95 acres adjoining the swamp, which is an extremely valuable waterfowl habitat. 


NEXSTEAD EXCURSION: Members found plenty of interest in the Newstead area on 
6th October. Plants of interest included hilly buttons, white Marianthus, 
wax=flower, guinea-flower, tetratheca, md yellow gum, A search was made 

for golden pennants which were located but not blooming. Goldedust wattle 
and two species of bitter=pea provided colour throughout the bushland. 

Several painted quail were seen, as well as yellow-tufted honey-eaters, 
black-chinned honey-eaters and weebills. The olive-backed oricle and 
crested bellbird were heard and a few members glimpsed the elusive heath-wren. 
Unfortunately, a heavy shower ended the outing early for several members. 


ENVIRONMENT 84: The attendance at these lectures has been lower than — 
expected, but members present agree that they are worth attending. Last 
Tuesday's talk was given by a spokesman from the Forest Commission and before 
that the speaker was Mr. Keith Tarrant, of the Port Phillip Conservation 
Association. The final talk will be next Tuesday, 5th November, from the 
Department of Urban and Regional Development. os: 


1975: Our first guest, speaker next year will be i Jim Willis, well- 
known botonist- ds MK Willis will be making a special trip from Melbourne 


to speak to us, members are asked to remember the 7th February and to bring 
their friends along to this meeting, Other suggestions for next year's 
syllabus items and excursions will be gratefully received by the Club. Committee. 


LAST MEETING; Mr. Martin Westbrook gave.aninteresting.talk-to-a 
disappointingly small audience and spoke on “Invertebrates”. This group 
contains One of all animals, but they are generally less studied than flora 
and vertebrates, although they are of considerable economic value. 

Mr. Westbrook mentioned species such as the plague locust, peripatus, 


scorpions and planarians. 
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MURRAY RIVER CRUISE: Mr. Fry writes: In the Wake of the Coonawarra (or 
Black Swan). * , 

Imdeed a black swan - for Coonawarra was built in 1950 following the burning 
of B.S. “Murrumbidgee, from the barge “J. L, Roberts" 1893, the shafting from 
“Murrumbidgee” and paddles from PS. “Exca sior", 1873. 

5 Fitted with diesel motors and costing -870,000, Coonawarra traded 
from Echuca for Murray Valley Coaches until 1953, when low river levels © 
forced transfer to Mildura. Floods in 1956 caused curtailment of her cruising 
‘and also affected the finances of MV. Coaches to such an extent that 
- “Coonawarra” was sold in 1959 to a South australian company and transferred 
to Murray Bridge. 

Despite the fluctuations of the river level, “Coonawarra” was badly 
snagged in August 1957 and beached for repairs. In 1962, while tying up 
at Swan Reach, a paddle wheel was so badly damaged that the journey home to 
Murray Bridge was made on one. paddle. 

‘There are many stories, some humorous, some serious, of life on 
paddle steamers on the Murray and its tributaries. 

Cruising in August, from Murray Bridge,was a rewarding experience. 
The food was excellent, the company mixed well, comfort first class and 
good weather all the way. The river was 12 feet above noxmmal and running 
strongly so that “Coonawarra” had to wrk hard an late at night to reach 
the overnight point at Black Hill Flat. Much of the river flats were under 
water and water fowl were very plentiful. Off again early next morning, 
farewelled by two goats, the battle upstream contimied to Wood's Flat for a 
barbeque supper on the river bank. Still plenty of flooded river flats and 
many more water fowl. Onwards again to Morgan for a tour of the town and 
a survey of the area. flooded 38 feet in 1956, then on board for the return 
trip to Murray Bridge, with an overnight stop at Wagon Wheels landing. 
While walking on the river bank we enjoyed a beautiful sight of eight Mellee 
ring-neck parrots feeding on yellow Senecio flowers in the setting sun. 
Truly opals in a field of gold. 


EGGS AND BACON: At present there are several flowers in bloga. belonging to 
the pea family and commonly kmown as "oogseand=bacon”. One of the most 
conspicuous locally has been the golden bush-pea (Pultenaea gunnii), now 
almost finished. It has been prevalent in most of our bushland. On our 
September and October outings we saw other species of Pultenaea, and another 
one at present flowering locally is the large-leaved bush=pea (P. daphnoides). 
Other eggs-and-bacon flowering now include parrot-pea (Dillwyria), bitter~pea 
(Daviesia - especially the narrow-leaf bitter-pea, D. virgata), Bossiaea - 
the wiry bossiaea is at present flowering very prolifically near Creswick, 
‘and flat-pea (Platylobium). 


MOPOKE: While writing this news sheet, Roger Thomas was disturbed by a 
boobook owl calling in Victoria Park, Opposite his home in Gillies Street. 
During 16 years of bird watching. (and. listening) a boobook has never been 
heard or geen nearby, although there have been reports from Lake Wendouree 
and Ballarat College. Roger's parents can remember hearing the owls many 
years ago in the same area, and one night heard an eerie scream which may 
have been a winking owl. Barn owls occasionally venture into Ballarat, 
and powerful owls have been reported from near BIV6. 
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